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Poznan 
 

 
 

           Poznan, Billy Goats 

 

There were a prince  lock  and  a  pagan temple  on  the hill  between  Warta and  Cybina.     

A settlers´ life, who gave the Poznan beginning  at the turn of X/XI century, was rolled 

around them. Poznan was very important city in the times of Piasts, as well as a political and 

religious center. It is probable that just right there the Poland baptism in 966 took place. 

This event, one of the most important in the polish history, is considered to take place in the 

brick palatium belonging to Mieszko I and situated exactly on the mentioned hill. There was 

also a registered office of the first Polish bishopric there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

route from the east to the west of Europe contributed to it. After mentioned change, the trade route 

was going through Poznan and there was crossed with the trade route from the south to Gdansk. 

The city area inside walls was entirely furnished. It forced the decision of "moving" the walls. 

However, the changes in the urban building development were also caused by cataclysms, like fires 

or floods.  

 

 
 
 Poznan, Pallatium of Mieszko I 
 

 

 

The castle was destroyed in 1038 by the Czech prince 

Brzetyslaw and later rebuilt by Kazimierz Odnowiciel, when he 

came back to Poland. The castle gained new embankments, 

which were the basis of its own defense all the way to year 

1253, when the next location of the city by Przemyslaw I took 

place. However, because the polish capital was moved to 

Krakow, Poznan lost its political meaning. The city started to 

develop thanks to the location right getting; it was surrounded 

by a wall as well as a prince's castle was built. On the left bank 

of Warta a market settlement came into existence, new 

churches were built like St Marcin church, by which new 

settlements started to come into existence. 

The late Middle  Ages  and  the  Renaissance  are   for  Poznan 

times of a quick growth and expansions. A change of the trade 
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After one of them in 1683 the church vault of Dominican friars tumbled down. The city became so 

rich that in the days of their magnificence two walls with the moat between were surrounding them. 

 Areas situated out of the city were also developing quickly: new settlements and church small towns 

came into existence. The city development, which was situated on the important trade route caused 

that not only merchants and craftsmen, but also the gentry, even peasants were arriving to it.  

The beautiful and rich city became also a place, where willingly foreigners settled, for example from 

Italy and Scotland, but also Germans, mainly from the part of Nuernberg. However, the biggest, 

because consisting about two thousand people, ethnic group were Jews. Thanks to the privileges of 

Kazimierz Wielki they were exempted from the city  jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

population into three groups: patricians - that is the richest merchants and the gentry, middle class - 

tradesmen and craftsmen and the third class that is the poor, an unqualified workforce and beggars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After the World War I Poznan experienced the widely understood demographic, cultural and 

industrial development. In the interwar period the city's population almost doubled to almost 300 

000 people. Also an ethnic structure of the city changed. The city started to develop a lot .  

In 1921 the first Poznan fair took place. This  initiative  conclusively  contributed  to  the  construction 

of new  

 

 
 

 Poznan, The Fountain of Apollo 
 

 

 

On behalf of the lord, a district administrator took 

care of them. They  also had an own self-

government - kahał. This self-government was 

maintaining the synagogue and Jewish hospitals, 

schools and it was representing the community in 

all the disputes. Poznan Jews dealt mainly with the 

furriery and the tailoring, the richer ones also with 

a usury and the trade. What is curious: a king 

Wladyslaw IV Waza granted Poznan Jews a 

privilege "De non tolerandis Christianis" that is „No 

entry of Christians to the Jewish district”.  

In that time it was possible to divide Poznan 

 
 

Poznan, Bamberka fountain 
 

 

A middle class was the most numerous group. At 

the beginning of the 17th century 31 guilds 

operated in Poznan, in which were focused at least 

2 500 of craftsmen. The lowest class are people 

deprived of citizenship and having no rights. 

The Poznan history  in the  XVII and XVIII century 

are the times of Swedish, Saxon, Russian armies 

occupations. Pillage, rapes, taxes imposed to the 

city and its residents, finally damage effected by the 

foreign armies. Generally they were very difficult 

times, times of the economic stagnation.  
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public buildings, as well as new housing estates and theatres came into existence. Furthermore,  

in 1919 Poznan University was established. 

Unfortunately the development of the city was stopped by the outbreak of the World War II. Poznan 

was incorporated into the Crowd. Poles from Poznan were forcibly displaced to the General 

Governorship. Jews were displaced to the region of Lublin or immediately exported to concentration 

camps. Simultaneously Nazis were realizing their politics with coercive methods, which were            

for example mass executions of civil residents of Poznan. What is more, the polish               

intelligence, scientists,  workers  for  voluntary  were  exterminated  in  the  first  concentration   

camp  in  the VII Fort in Poznan. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

the Market with the Renaissance town hall and lovely historic tenements, by which cafes and 

restaurants are opened until late  hours. It would be a great faux pas to not mention the Ostrow 

Tumski, with the Gothic Cathedral Basilica of St Peter and St Paul – the place  of the first Polish 

masters burial. 

This basilica being a monument also contains many other monuments, like Polish Kings Gold Chapel 

or perpendicular bronze plates from the famous Nuernberg bet  H. and P. Vischer. Here also a St 

Peter sword is found - of course copy, because the original is being safely stored in the Archdiocesan 

Museum. 

It seems to be obvious, that everybody can find something for himself in this city, both history and 

art  as a nightlife and entertainment lover. It is worth to come here.  

 

I strongly encourage to see the gallery of the most interesting places of Poznan.       

back 

 

Not even better  happened in Poznan after the end of the war, 

because right here was established Specłagier NKVD in which 

the officers of the Home Army and soldiers of National military 

forces were  kept and tortured. After the war, Poznan like the 

other cities were extended and started to be rebuilt  from the 

war damage. As the major city it still performed the role of the 

regional cultural and industrial centre. Poznan workers took an 

active part not only in the polish economy reconstruction, but 

also participated actively in the political life, whose culmination 

were so-called Poznan Events from 1956, when the workers' 

protests were brutally pacified by the army and the police 

force.  

Nowadays Poznan is an interesting tourist city. There are many 

very beautiful monuments. It is enough to recall the delightful 

parish church, kind of not touched   with the  time,  which         

is   Franciscans  church.  The  great  impression  is   also   making 

 
 
 Poznan,  City Hall 
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