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Krakow 
 

 
              

      Krakow, Main Market – visible Mariacki Basilica, Sukiennice and Town Hall Tower  

 
 
The city is situated in the south part of Poland. It is an exquisite sortie base to do sightseeing 

in this part of our country. There are plenty of interesting, worth visiting venues: the oldest 

in Poland Salt Mine in Bochnia, popular among tourists Salt Mine in Wieliczka, beautiful 

Krakow- Czestochowa Jura with ruins of medieval castles and rocks perfect for climbing. 

 

The highest Polish Tatra Mountains with beautiful dales and traditional highland villages and 

towns as well as its capital Zakopane, are situated only two hours from the Krak abounding 

town. Near Krakow, in Oswiecim, Nazis found an extermination camp Auschwitz, where they 

butchered more than 1 million people of different nationalities, mainly Poles and Jews. 

 

 
 

Krakow, Florianska Gate 

                                                                              

 
 

Krakow is a late capital of Poland with over thousand-year-old  
history. It was included to Poland in the 10th century. Its 
history is very interesting and full of important events. 
 
Since time immemorial it has been an important Wislanie 
country abounding town, however its fast development took 
place under the rule of Czechs, that is before Krakow was 
included to Poland 
 
The first mentions of Krakow come from about 966 from the 
Jewish merchant Ibrahim ibn Jakub relations. 
He is mentioning the abounding town situated on the 
important trade routes crossing and surrounded with thick 
woods. 
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In the 10th century in the city the first built buildings were already made: lock on the Wawel 

hill  and many  others,  like  romanesque   cathedral  and  the  basilica.  As a  result of   Tatars 

invasion   in  1241  the  city was  location   in  1257  on   the   Magdeburg    Law  set  the   new  

city  arrangement  with   the  centrally  put   market  being  so  far  the  Krakow  glory. Rebuilt 

buildings 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
However the real Krakow development took place under the rules of Kazimierz Wielki -          

a patron of the arts. Gothic churches of Franciscans and Dominican friars were formed, as 

well as covered market Sukiennice and many other buildings of the public utility. In 1364 

Kazimierz Wielki established Krakow Academy which originated the Jagiellonian University. 

 

 
 
Krakow, Kazimierz district – The Old Synagogue 

 
I kindly recommend visiting the photo gallery, which will give the little foretaste of this 
interesting city. 

back 

 

buildings were made this time in the Gothic 

style. The new system of defensive 

embankments came into existence.  

The first coronation was held on the 20th of 

January in 1320, when Wladysław Lokietek 

became a king. The first coronation was held 

on the 20th of January in 1320, when 

Wladysław Lokietek became a king.  

 

       
 
        Krakow, Main Market 
 

 

 

The king founded two cities associated with 

Krakow closely: Kazimierz and Kleparz- cities in 

which settled the population arriving to the 

surroundings of rich Krakow. Kazimierz was largely 

settled by Jews: merchants but also these ones 

escaping from the other states persecutions. 

At present it is a very popular district of Krakow. It 

is attracting tourists with its culture and the 

unique climate. Historic synagogues and squares 

are remains of past times to which the annual 

Festival of the Jewish Culture is referring.  

The eventful night life is rolling right there - there 

are plenty of cafés and clubs, as well as many 

cultural events like jazz concerts or dancing 

parties. 
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